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temporarily satisfied, and is felt over again after a time,
so nearly all the present-day cures are meant for diseases
after they have come and are in no way preventives or
remedies against their invasions.
Till we know the root-cause of all the pains and
miseries of the world, we cannot put an end to them;
our time is taken up merely in fighting the diseases after
they have started. This does not imply that the treatment
of diseases is useless. On the contrary, it is as necessary
to treat a disease as it is to put out a conflagration. But
rather than be continually putting out a fire in a haystack
started by a child playing about with a match-box, it is
better to remove the cause—the child or the match-box.
Similarly, it is obviously better to remove the cause of
disease or evil in the world and thus put an end to all misery.
There is a law of cause and effect in the world,
which means that there can be no effect without a cause.
Now if we know the cause which produces pain and
misery, we can by removing that cause, put a stop to and
prevent all the pain and misery of the world.
(?. But how is it possible for us to know the cause ?
Ans. The root of all evil and misery is ignorance. Lord
Buddha said that all suffering came from ignorance;
sc Dispel ignorance, make men wise, and then all difficulties
will vanish." Says a Master of the Wisdom: "Those
who are on His (God's) side know why they are here and
what they should do,, and they are trying to do it; all the
others do not yet know what they should do, and so they
often act foolishly." The ordinary man has no idea of
the laws of Nature in the physical world, much less in the
mental and moral worlds* Not knowing who he is and what
bis true happiness consists in, he foolishly goes after the
wrong thing and in consequence suffers pain and misery,

